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verted as needed. An account of the origin, nature, and
functions of the rotary generator will be given later. The
economic consequences of what had happened will become
clear as we go on.

Let us now go back a few years and try to find the origin
and trace the development of the alternating-current con-
ception in the mind of Westinghouse. While in Italy in
the early part of 1882 he had formed a close friendship
with Doctor Diomede Pantaleoni, an eminent Italian phy-
sician, whose son, Guido Pantaleoni, recently had been
graduated from the University of Turin. Through this
acquaintance Westinghouse became interested in a proc-
ess, invented by an Italian, for making artificial marble
from gypsum, and he arranged with Guido Pantaleoni and
Albert Schmid, a young Swiss engineer, to come to America
for the purpose of manufacturing this product. The process
was never of commercial utility, and Westinghouse placed
Pantaleoni in general charge of certain activities of the
Union Switch & Signal Company which brought him into
contact with the electrical work upon which Stanley was
engaged.

Pantaleoni was called back to Italy in May 1885, by the
death of his father, and having occasion to visit his old pro-
fessor, Galileo Ferraris, at Turin, he there met Lucian Oau-
lard, who had installed between Lanzo and Circe an alter-
nating-current system of distribution, patented by himself
and John Dixon Gibbs. This meeting had great conse-
quences. Leonard E. Curtis, an eminent patent lawyer,
who later became associated with Thomas B. Kerr, counsel
for the Westinghouse Company, and was for twenty years
in the thick of the movement, writes: "It was in 1885 that
Mr. Westinghouse became interested in the inventions of
Gaulard and Gibbs relating to the use of single-phase alter-